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OUR HERITAGE IN MISSIONS 

From the very first annual business meeting of the “Mennonite Church of White Oak” (February 
6, 1893), there has been active interest in the involvement in missions – “Motion was made and 
carried to form a Mission fund, to be given in charge of D. Augstin –“.  There are few details 
from the earliest years – it appears that funds may have been channeled through missions 
organizations and were in support of “Home” missions.  Interesting bits of information started 
to appear in the handwritten record books in 1907. 

 

1907   “Moved and carried to have a committee of 3 to act as missionary committee.” 

1908   The first detailed listing of missions disbursements included Rev. Jos. Zehr (father of our 
 former Pastor Reuben Zehr).  Rev. Jos. Zehr was an annual evangelistic speaker for many  
 years. 

 Collected $47.00 for famine sufferers in Russia. 

1909 Foreign Missions Committee first mentioned, separate from Home Missions. 

1910 East White Oak Pastor Rev. Peter Schantz moved to Normal where he had started a 
 mission Sunday School, developing later into the Normal Mennonite Church. 

1911 Collected $337.00 for the purchase of lots for the “Chicago Gospel Mission”. 

 Pastor Schantz, then of the Normal Mennonite Church, was chosen by the Central 
 Conference to spend a year in Africa with a missionary co-worker (Rev. Hergh of 
 Pennsylvania).  They are to select a location and expect to have a station well-
 established by the time of his return.  His family will remain in Normal.  (Article from the 
 Pantagraph of January 7, 1911.) 

1912 Received $1,940 toward $2,715 subscribed for the “African Extension Fund” (strong 
 early interest in Africa – a very large amount for the time). 

1920 “Approved giving Pastor (Troyer) authority to bind church to support two missionaries.” 

1922 Offering for Russian famine relief $92.88 (additional collection of $147.47 in 1923). 

1923 Erma Birky – Belgian Congo, Congo Inland Mission (our first full-time missionary, retired 
 in 1961). 

Mid Pearl Ramseyer – Chicago, Children’s Christian Endeavor 
1920’s Clara Birky (short term) 
 Lorena Birky (short term) 

 



1934  Radio ministry of Pastor R. J. Zehr began over station WJBC on Sunday mornings (God’s 
 Half Hour).  Became a daily broadcast in 1936 and continued until the Lord called him 
 home in 1971 – 37 remarkable years as the area’s Radio Pastor.  Annual Radio Rallies 
 were major events at East White Oak, bringing many visitors to hear well-known guest 
 speakers, local community leaders, music and other ministries. 

1938 Harold McClure – French Equatorial Africa (now Central African Republic).  Baptist Mid-
 Missions.  Later he was Director of Midwest Hebrew Ministries. 

1939 Lloyd and Ruth Imhoff – Kenya, Africa Inland Mission.  In 1950’s to Gospel Recordings in 
 California.   

1943 Fern and Marjorie Basting – Pennsylvania children’s mission. 

1956 Year we began support for Enos and Eunice Zimmerman.  Originally in Sweden with 
Greater Europe Mission, then Midwest representatives for Gospel Missionary Union.  
(Enos passed into our Lord’s presence in 2000.) 

1957 Jim and Gloria (Zehr) Orner – Tanzania, Africa Inland Mission (Pastor Zehr’s daughter).  
 Later A.I.M. team leaders opening the work in Mozambique.  Retired from A.I.M. in 
 1996. 

1960 Pastor Zehr was a mentor and friend to many younger pastors and missionaries through 
 the years.  A very unique opportunity for the church grew out of his relationship with 
 Glenn Wagner (from Washington, IL), a missionary with the Pocket Testament League.  
 Glenn brought to E.W.O. Mitsuo Fuchida, who was the Japanese air commander of the 
 December 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, bringing the United States in to World War II.  
 Fuchida shared with us the fascinating story of his encounters (in the late 1940’s) with 
 an American missionary (former prisoner-of-war held in Japan) which led to Fuchida’s 
 conversion to Christ!  The Lord works in wonderful ways! In our E.W.O. library is the 
 book “God’s Samurai” (author Gordon W. Prange) which describes his life and his search 
 for meaning in his survival throughout World War II. 

Early Ladies Evening Circle founded – an afternoon Ladies Mission Circle had been active since 
1960’s  since it was founded in 1935.  In the mid 1990’s, the two groups combined. 

Mid Phyllis (Zehr) Zimmerman – initially served in Brazil then at Bible Witness Camp in Illinois 
1960’s for several years before marrying Dwight Zimmerman and joining him at Cedine Bible 
 Mission in Tennessee. 

1965 Marie Ferguson – served a year as a dorm parent at Africa Inland Mission’s Rift Valley 
 Academy (Kijabe, Kenya). 

1967 Dave and Darlene Noden – educators for missionary children in Kenya, Mid-
 Atlantic states representatives for Africa Inland Mission.  Often participated in our 
 missions conferences. 



1969 Pastor and Mrs. R. J. Zehr traveled on a church-sponsored visit to Europe, the Holy Land 
 and to our missionaries with A.I.M. in Kenya and Tanzania. 

1974 John and Pat Sharp – Brazil, New Tribes Mission.  John was raised in Brazil – father, Lyle, 
 a former member of East White Oak and a pioneer missionary in Brazil’s upper Amazon 
 region. 

1975 Jim Duddleston – Sweden, Fellowship of Independent Missions.  Later with Christian 
 Associates International, starting a church planting ministry in Stockholm.   

1976 Helen Basting – volunteer staff worker at Africa Inland Mission headquarters in New 
York for many years.   

1978 Jim and Dean Young – Wisconsin, Lake Waubesa Bible Camp.  Served several years as 
 Directors of the camp. 

1980 Marsha Orner – medical missionary in Sudan, Africa Inland Mission (daughter of Jim 
 and Gloria Orner).  Later, married to Dr. Joe Watlington (former missionary “kid”), living 
 in Tennessee. 

1981 Paul Gearhart – Indianapolis, Youth for Christ.   

1982 Pastor Ron and Sharon Workman sent by the church on a “Heart for Missions” visit to 
 our missionaries in Spain, Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania and to the Holy Land. 

1983 Dough and Sara (McClure) Johnson – construction teams with Helps International 
 Ministries.  Served with H.I.M. for 17 years before joining Kids Alive International, 
 Guatemala, building and staffing children’s homes.  

1983 Brice and Jeannie Miller – Lake Waubesa Bible Camp, Wisconsin, for several years. 

1985 Doug and Lisa Orner – Tanzania, Africa Inland Mission – then at Rift Valley Academy, 
Kenya (son of Jim and Gloria Orner). 

1986 Pastor and Sharon Workman to Brazil – as board member of Brazil Gospel Fellowship 
 Mission, to speak at annual conference of BGFM missionaries. 

1987 Bob and Marge Metcalf spent a full year in China, coaching basketball, teaching and 
 ministering through individual evangelism.  Bob’s first trip was to China in 1980. 

1988 Eight of our men joined in a Men for Missions work trip to Medellin, Columbia.  On 
 return, their enthusiasm affected many others. 

 Six others (couples and individuals) participated in short-term mission trips to Spain, 
 Haiti and Ecuador. 



1989 Steve and Jana Young – began their ministry in Fortaleza, Brazil, with Brazil Gospel 
 Fellowship Mission.  They completed their ministries there and returned to the U.S. in 
 2001. 

 Lori Schippert – began 5 years of service in San Juan, Puerto Rico, with Calvary 
 Evangelistic Mission (Radio WIVV). 

 Group of our youth traveled with Youth Pastor Wes Ooms on a work and missions 
 experience trip to Monclova, Mexico. 

 Group of our men went on a Men for Missions work crusade to Monclova, Mexico, 
 taking materials and building a church structure there. 

1990 Community Bible Fellowship organized in El Paso from a Bible study group led by our 
 Youth Pastor/Church Planter, Wes Ooms. 

 Youth group made a work trip to Cedine Bible Camp. 

 Ladies mission circle group participated in a work trip to Cedine Bible Camp. 

 John and Lauri McClure – joined construction team of Helps International Ministries at a 
 Kansas City project. 

1991 Several of our couples made trips to Puerto Rico to assist in construction project for 
 Calvary Evangelistic Mission (Radio WIVV and other ministries). 

 Several men from East White Oak led Fellowship of Christian Farmers work trips to 
 Monclova, Mexico, to do further construction supporting the church planting ministry of 
 Ed and Starlene Williamson. 

 Assoc. Pastor Wes Ooms traveled to the Baltic States and Russia with a group gathering 
 information on ministry opportunities. 

 Group of ladies from our mission circles made another work trip to Cedine Bible Camp. 

 Pastor Wes Ooms became the full-time pastor of our daughter church in El Paso – 
 Community Bible Fellowship. 

1992 Many attended the Luis Palau Crusade in Peoria in May and several participated in the 
 follow-up ministries. 

 Throughout the year, many East White Oak people were involved in short term missions 
 projects – some now in leadership roles: 

 
 -- Construction of small churches in Mexico – our men were leaders in these   
 Fellowship of Christian Farmers trips. 
 -- Radio antenna ground wire project and other services for Calvary Evangelistic   
 Mission in Puerto Rico. 



 -- Fellowship of Christian Farmers exploratory trip to Russia to identify work/  
 ministry opportunities. 
 -- Florida relief from Hurricane Andrew. 
 -- Ladies mission circle group trip to Cedine Bible Camp to assist in a variety of   
 needs. 

In October, East White Oak celebrated “100 Years of Missions” with challenges for our 
second century from Rochunga and Mawaii Pudaite (Bibles for the World) and from 
Enos and Eunice Zimmerman (of Gospel Missionary Union).  Celebrating with us also 
were our missionary partners Dave and Darlene Noden, Steve and Janna Young and 
John and Lauri McClure. 

1993 Our centennial Missions Reference Handbook was distributed, providing a history of 
 East White Oak’s involvement in missions and a section featuring the individual 
 missionary families supported by the church. 

 Short term missions projects have become a frequent part of East White Oak outreach 
 in the years since Tom Beaty gave us the vision in our 1987 missions conference: 

 -- A Group of our young people ministered to Haitian immigrants in Florida (painting 
 homes, conducting Vacation Bible School and evening outdoor rallies). 
 -- Several groups made trips to Puerto Rico to assist in Calvary Evangelistic Mission 
 (Radio WIVV) work projects. 
 -- Others continued to take materials and assist with church building projects in Mexico, 
 in the ministry of Ed Williamson there. 
 -- Several of our men, who are leaders of the Fellowship of Christian Farmers, returned 
 to Novgorod, Russia, to arrange an ongoing ministry in agricultural training and Bible 
 classes. 
 -- Evening Circle ladies traveled to Cedine Bible Camp in eastern Tennessee for their July 
 work trip. 

 Missions Conference was built around the theme “Outreach – the Great Commission,” 
 with introductory messages each session by Pastor Jeff VanGoethem.  Several of our 
 supported missionaries were featured and a special highlight was a young Russian 
 couple working with the Fellowship of Christian Farmers project in Novgorod. 

1994 During a year which always will be remembered for the July lightning fire which 
 destroyed our sanctuary and education wing, the East White Oak family continued our 
 strong involvement in missions: 

 -- Many of our church family served on short term missions project in Russia, Mexico, 
 Puerto Rico and Chicago. Pastor Jeff and Karen VanGoethem participated with a work 
 team to Puerto Rico in January, assisting Radio WIVV (Calvary Evangelistic Mission). 
 -- Thirteen missionary couples or individuals participated as speakers or workshop 
 leaders during our November Missions Conference (representing works in China, 



 Tanzania, Russia, Pakistan, construction helps, local, rural, campus and Bible camp 
 ministries). 

 Dr. Ramesh Richard, founder of RReach International Ministry, was our principal 
 missions conference speaker, bringing powerful messages on personal involvement in 
 missions and on training nationals for “them to them” ministries. 

 Two of our supported missionaries felt the Lord’s leading in other directions at this time: 

  -- Lori Schippert (EWO family), after 5 years in Puerto Rico. 
  -- Brent and Marie Jones after 10 years in Pakistan. 

1995 Missions activities in this year reflected the continuing involvement of our church family 
 in “special projects”: 

 -- In June, a dozen of our youth, along with adult sponsors and the    
 VanGoethems, traveled to a village in Alaska where our young people conducted  
 a week-long Vacation  Bible School for village children and youth.  (This was in an   
 area where Pastor Jeff and Karen ministered for a summer while he was in   
 seminary.) 
 

 -- A number of our people continued to help in short term projects at Radio   
 WIVV in San Juan, Puerto Rico.  Ruth Luttrell, co-founder and head of WIVV   
 (Calvary Evangelistic Mission) spoke in our services on June 25th – while she was   
 here for Lori Schippert’s wedding. 
 

 -- Our members who are national leaders of the Fellowship of Christian Farmers   
 continued to communicate and work on-site with counterparts in Russia.  In   
 November, Russian Pastor Anatoli Korabel came and spoke in our services. 

 Missions Conference in November was “Perspectives on Missions.” Varied perspectives 
 were offered in 4 workshops offered 3 times on the weekend.  Nine missionary 
 couples or individuals participated in the workshops and youth sessions, relating to 
 world radio, church planting, “tentmaking” ministries, child evangelism, youth, college 
 age, schools for missionary kids and Christian farmers. 

 Our very thought-provoking and challenging principal speaker for the conference was 
 Dr. James Borror, founder of Golden Minutes Ministries.  Conference funds enabled us 
 to cover participant’s expenses and honorariums and also to help with special needs of 
 four missionary families and a short term mission trip to Ethiopia for one of our young 
 people. 

1996 Budget provisions and missions conference giving provided fund for short term missions 
 trips and special needs: 

 -- Emily Schley – short term trip to Zimbabwe 
 -- Doug Cormeny – summer trip with Carpenter’s Tools musical group 
 -- Fellowship of Christian Farmers – Peoria Farm Show 



 -- Cedine Bible Mission – dining hall construction 

 Recommended for additions to our Missions budget for support were: 

 -- Matt Kent – Campus Crusade 
 -- Becky Scharf – Crosslands Mission (Becky grew up in our church) 
 -- Dennis Schlagel – Fellowship of Christian Farmers (church member) 
 -- Tim Perry – Inter Varsity Christian Fellowship (church member) 
 -- Amy Bush – Young Life of McLean County 
 -- Calvary Bible College (Keith Miller grew up in our church) 
 -- Shepherd Care – Florida adoption ministry (Mel Kunz grew up here) 

 Missions Conference “Urban Missions – Remembering the Cities.”  Our featured 
 speaker was Wayne Gordon of the Lawndale Community Church (Chicago suburb).  In 
 his challenging messages he shared his insights for spreading the Gospel in our needy 
 inner cities.  Four theme-related workshops were presented by representatives of 
 Cedine Bible Mission, Home Sweet Home Mission, Circle Urban Ministries and 
 Lawndale Community Church.        
  

1997 “Christ’s Commission is My Mission” was the theme for our 1997 Missions Conference.  
 Our principal speaker was Kevin Randall, Director of International Recruitment for the 
 Navigators – he challenged everyone to make Christ’s commission a part of our lives.  At 
 a special ladies event on Friday evening, they felt blessed by the message from Jan 
 Marshall.  On Saturday evening, more than 300 enjoyed a real Italian feast prepared by 
 Bruce Gregersen of TEAM.  Conference giving and budget provision made it possible to 
 help with these special needs: 

 -- Cedine Bible Mission – dining hall construction 
 -- Bruce and Myra Noden – outgoing expenses with Africa Inland Mission 
 -- Steve and Janna Young – computer purchase 
 -- Doug Cormeny – short term with Carpenter’s Tools 

 Giving beyond budget made it possible to respond to known needs of missionaries and 
 to add new missionaries/organizations to our support group: 

 -- Dan Wilson – Awana    -- Dallas Theological Seminary 
 -- Gary Blunier – Family Life    -- Global Sports Partners 
 -- Doug Laney – New Tribes Mission   -- Mark Wittig – OMS Int’l 
 -- Joel Eland – TEAM 

Jim and Gloria Orner returned in 1996 from 40 years of varied AIM ministries in East 
Africa, and joined the staff of Cedine Bible Camp in Tennessee working with Dwight and  
Phyllis Zimmerman (Gloria’s sister).    

 



1998 Pastor Jeff and Karen VanGoethem participated in a study tour of the Holy Land with a 
 group of faculty and graduates of Dallas Theological Seminary.  His subsequent 
 messages often have been illuminated by his experiences in the land where Jesus 
 walked and ministered. 

 Missions Conference weekend was devoted to preparation for friendship 
 evangelism – reaching out to our friends and neighbors in our local mission field.  Larry 
 Moyer of EvanTell brought us powerful words of encouragement and challenge. 

 Pastor Mike Fanning and Amber Blaser (RN) participated in a short term work trip to 
 Haiti with people from Eastview Christian Church – building a medical center and 
 ministering to medical needs of people there.  A number of our people also were 
 involved in work trips to assist supported missionaries at Cedine Bible Camp (TN) and 
 Circle Urban Ministries (Chicago). 

 A team of East White Oak people, headed by Pastor Mike Fanning, have worked with 
 the Operation 2000 Jesus Video Project in this area (along with folks from many other 
 area churches).  Door-to-door visits and Bible distribution for the overall project have 
 been directed by our own Wes Ooms. 

 Giving beyond current budget needs made it feasible to add to our Missions budget to 
 help meet our missionaries’ needs.  Increases were recommended to establish more 
 consistent support levels and to add several missionaries and organizations to our 
 support group: 

 -- Bruce and Myra Noden – AIM in Mozambique (EWO member) 
 -- Todd and Beth Meyerdirk – SEND Int’l (former pastoral intern at EWO) 
 -- Ben and Amy Eicher – Young Life 
 -- Rick Riley – Young Life 
 -- Living Alternatives – Bloomington/Normal 

 Missionaries who have withdrawn from their missions associations this year: 

 -- Jim Duddleston – Christian Associates International 
 -- John McClure – Helps International Ministries 

 Projects supported with special gifts include:  Project 2000 (Jesus video), Cornerstone 
 Christian Academy, Doug Cormeny with Carpenter’s Tools and Steve Young for 
 computer equipment (Brazil Gospel Fellowship Mission).     
     

1999 Those working with Pastor Mike on the Operation 2000 Jesus Video Project in the fall of 
 1998 resumed the door-to-door visits and Bible distribution in the spring of 1999 – they 
 completed the assigned areas and more. 

 



 The fiscal year 1999 – 2000 budget includes support provisions for additional 
 missionaries and for special projects.  The missionaries are: 

• Doug Cormeny – Carpenter’s Tools (now on regular support) 
• Jenny Foster – InterVarsity Christian Fellowship (EWO member) 
• Leroy Goodman – Midwest Messianic Center 
• Bruce Gregerson – SEND International 
• Mel Kunz – now supported through Interim Ministries 
• Cornerstone Christian Academy 
• Interim Ministries (founded by former Pastor Ron Workman) 

 Special projects include vehicle fund contributions for Norm Dilworth and Bruce Noden, 
 water project funds for Doug Orner (all with Africa Inland Mission), funds toward 
 completion of the Jubilee Center at Cedine Bible Mission (Tennessee) and to complete 
 the Operation 2000 Jesus Video Project. 

 Pastor Matthew Munn and Lori led a group of our young people on a 3 weeks camp 
 ministry with young people of the Czech Republic (formerly part of the Soviet Union).  In 
 addition to activities associated with the camp program, a primary purpose was to share 
 their lives and love for Jesus Christ through peer relationships with the Czech young 
 people at the camp. 

 Pastor Jeff and two EWO couples joined in a group from Chicago and New York areas 
 (served by two seminary classmates) on a tour of the Holy Land.  The group particularly 
 appreciated the Bible studies led by the pastors at special sites (Garden of Gethsemane, 
 Mount of the Beatitudes and several others). A most illuminating and inspiring 
 experience! 

 The 1999 Missions Conference theme was “Making Him Known.”  Dr. Richard Allen 
 Farmer, well-known speaker and Dean of the Chapel at Taylor University, was the 
 inspiring principal speaker.  A series of workshops led by missionaries showed ways 
 many ministries we support are involved in “Making Him Known.”  Many of the 30 
 presenters involved came out of the East White Oak fellowship. 

 The Orner Fund for short term missions trips and projects was established by an initial 
 gift and will be maintained by earnings and ongoing gifts to the fund.  The fund is named 
 for the Orner family of missionaries from this church who are looked to as inspiration 
 for commitment to the spiritual needs of the world. 

Enos and Eunice Zimmerman continued part-time ministries with Gospel Missionary 
Union.  They have been supported missionaries since 1956. 

 In December, a follow up trip was made to the Czech Republic by Pastor Matthew Munn 
 and others (including Missions Team leader Eric Smalley).  The purpose was to evaluate 
 the possibilities for an ongoing outreach to the young people there.    



2000 Short-term missions projects are an increasingly important part of our overall   
 missions effort, as God continues to present opportunities to serve Him    
 throughout the world.  During this last year, individuals and groups from our   
 church family served the Lord in Europe, Africa, Mexico and a number of    
 ministries in the United States. 

2001    This year the Lord sent teams and individuals from our church family to Brazil,  
Peru, Romania, Puerto Rico, and Tanzania.  Mark Freed renewed East White Oak  
involvement in the ministry at Nassa Theological College (NTC).  Mark Freed went to  
Tanzania to help install new irrigation pumps, to get the church involved in packing and  
sending Norm’s 40-foot container back to Africa and to eventually lead East White Oak  
to send a team to Tanzania in January. 

   
 We were introduced to Norm’s son, Rich Dilworth, who was preparing to go to  
 Africa to minister to the unreached people of Somalia. 
 
 We were also introduced to the ministry of Micah Ngussa, a graduate of NTC.   
 Micah has a ministry reaching out to the street children/orphans of Mwanza,  
 Tanzania. 
 
 Missions Conference speaker Dr. Ron Blue of CAM International. 
 
2002 This year the Lord sent individuals and teams from our church family to Romania,  
 Ireland, South Africa, Philippines, Somalia, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, Russia, Haiti,   
 Mexico and several US-based ministries. 
 
 Missions Conference related to our support of the Persecuted Church.  Mr. Peter  
 Neve gave a first-hand account of suffering persecution for his faith in East   
 Africa. 
 
 Several EWO families pursued full-time vocational Christian service.  Bruce and   
 Cindy Maurer have joined the home office ministry of Family Life in Little Rock,   
 Arkansas.  Matt and Michelle Kent continue to serve with Campus Crusade, but   
 now at a university campus in Freiburg, Germany.  Dan and Tara Wallin and Kirk   
 Jensen continue to raise support in order to join Life Action Ministries.  Pastor   
 Matthew and Lori Munn have recently announced their intention to serve in a   
 church planting ministry in Kiev with Great Commission Ministries. 
 
2003 The first-ever Outreach Emphasis Month was held in October 2003, to    
 emphasize the Biblical message of outreach, both locally and worldwide,  and   
 pray that the Holy Spirit would show us what heart and life changes we need to   
 make to be obedient to that message. 
 
 



 Special missions needs fulfilled were: 
--scholarships to the Nassa Theological College (training of African nationals) 
--help Joel (and Stella) Simbitti with expenses related to ministry training in the US 

 
 During the last year, individuals and groups from our church family served the   
 Lord in Europe, Africa, Mexico, China, Guatemala and a number of ministries in   
 the United States. 
 
2004 “Declare His Glory Among the Nations” served as the theme for this year’s   
 Outreach Emphasis Month.  We spent the month looking at the “missions-  
 minded Christian” from God’s perspective and were challenged to examine our   
 lives to see if we were living for God’s glory (Theology) or our own comfort (Me-  
 ology). 
 
 This year the Lord sent individuals and teams from our church family throughout   
 the world and to several US-based ministries. 
 
2005 Missions Emphasis Month by Pastor Jeff reminded us that our God is a    
 missionary God. 
 
 Special missions needs fulfilled were:  

Tsunami, Hurricane Katrina and Pakistan earthquake relief through evangelically-
focused organizations 

 
2006 Pastor Jeff challenged us during Outreach Emphasis Month from book of 1 Peter  
 to “Give our lives to God,” “Give our lives to God’s people,” and to “Give our   
 lives to God’s work.”  Dr. Harold Peasley closed our missions month by asking us   
 to “Keep the main thing the main thing.” 
 
 This past year, individuals and groups from East White Oak have served the Lord   
 on short term mission trips in the United States, Europe, Africa, Central America   
 and South America. 
 
2007 Missions Conference theme by Pastor Jeff was “World Changers: The Servant   
 God Uses” from the lives of William Carey, Amy Carmichael, Hudson Taylor and   
 John Hyde. 
 
 God has placed a major burden on the Missions Team to help foster a greater   
 desire in our church to know and care for our missionaries. 
 
 It is our desire to see our church leadership advance our level of partnership with  
 our missionaries through sending a couple church leadership teams each year to   
 “spend some time” with our missionaries.  A first step toward this goal occurred   
 with trips to Colombia and Costa Rica that Eric Smalley, Jeff Fritzen and Rod   



 Applington participated in this past October.  Our three-fold emphases in our   
 visits with the Kuzdas and the Wittigs were: 1) encourage them in the Lord; 2)   
 experience a typical week of their ministry; 3) evaluate what God is doing and   
 strengths and challenges of their ministry. 
 
 This year marked a major mile post in the ministry of Dave and Darlene Noden as  
 they completed thirty-five years of ministry in Africa with AIM.  Bruce and Myra   
 Noden also came home from their assignment in Mozambique. 
 
2008 “A Great Effort for a Great World in Need” was Pastor Jeff’s missionary    
 biography series during our Missions Month this year that included: Adoniram   
 Judson, Hannah Marshman and David Brainerd.  Gerhard DuToit closed our   
 missions month with the theme of “The World Needs Those Who Intercede.” 
 
 Exploring Missions was an EWO first, held June 13-14. Five main objectives for   
 the weekend were:  
 1. Consider if God is leading you into missions – now or in the future. 
 2. Learn practical steps to help you to respond to God’s leading. 
 3. Understand the blessing and challenges of missionary work. 
 4. Experience difficult cross-cultural scenarios. 
 5. Learn about key mission agencies and ministry paradigms. 
 
 Over ninety attended this weekend consisting of families, couples, singles and   
 youth. 
 
 EWO continued to advance this year the previous year’s new initiative of onsite   
 leadership visits of our missionaries. This year we had the privilege of visiting the  
 following folks on such leadership visits:  Bill and Gloria Bagley, Gary and Cindy   
 Blunier, Bruce and Cindy Maurer, Micah Ngussa, Erik and Jenny Klouse, Ro   
 Pudaite and Dwight and Phyllis Zimmerman. 
 
2009 We sent two teams to Costa Rica.  The first team did VBS and discipleship    
 ministry.  The second team led by Josh and Beth Fromme did evangelistic work   
 and ministry in a new area. 
 

Dave and Darlene Noden led a small group on a short-term mission trip to Africa to 
Pwani Bible Institute, Rift Valley Academy and even lived among host families in 
Marimani village.  The objective was to repair a church at Marimani and improve 
computer technology at Pwani Bible Institute. 

 
 We sent a first-ever team to Brazil this summer to assist Brazilian NTM    
 missionaries in the deep jungle of the Amazon.  Our team of twelve led by Pastor  
 Rod and Dave Sharp (missionary John Sharp’s brother), built a home for two   
 single missionary ladies, Donda and Maria. 



 We sent two teams in March to Cedine Bible Camp. A college group and an   
 intergenerational team partnered in replacing a roof for one of the    
 summer camp cafeterias among other projects. 
 
 Another first this year was sending a team to Papua New Guinea.  A leadership   
 visit team whose primary objective was to:  1) Experience – some of the    
 everyday life and ministry routine of Steve and Natalie Arn and Doug and    
 Shirley Laney; 2) Encourage – them in their work; and 3) Evaluate – with them   
 the untapped opportunities and real struggles and challenges they face.  This   
 was said about Jim and Susan Simmons, Mark Ball and Pastor Traig after their   
 visit:   
  “Just seeing you here and knowing your heart for missions and your love   
  for souls and your love for the Lord and sensitivity to Him, and seeing your  
  joy in the Lord, brought great spiritual encouragement to     
  us.  But our time, fellowship, and laughter was really refreshing to our   
  souls.” – Doug and Shirley Laney 
 
 Missions Conference theme “Reaching the Ends of the Earth,” which    
 included an unforgettable NTM Tribal Safari Hut Tour. 
  
 We praise the Lord for a handful of folks who have been responsive to taking   
 next steps in seeking God’s leading for full-time missionary work as they sensed   
 His work in their lives.  Frank and Emily Henard are one such example with their   
 recent trip to Papua New Guinea with NTM’s Interface program.  God has also   
 used the example of one of our young members, Nathan Schmidt, recently   
 deployed with Operation Mobilization. 
 
 Pastor Jeff participated in this, his last missions conference 
 
 A new ministry began under the umbrella of our regular Wednesday night prayer  
 meeting called Prayer for the Nations. 
 
 This past year in the midst of dealing with a difficult circumstance among our   
 missionary family, God used it redemptively to increase our commitment to not   
 just stand firm against divorce, but to be for marriages. 
 
2010 Eric Smalley served gladly in the post as Chairman of the Missions Team for over   
 fifteen years and only stepped down in order to be able to minister better in his   
 community of Tremont. 
 
 
 
   



 Six teams left church this past summer for the purpose of encouraging EWO   
 missionaries with whom they worked. 

• Costa Rica:  assisting Mark and Meg Kuzdas 
• Kenya:  construction, encouraging pastors in Muslim communities and 
 students at Pwani Bible Institute 
• Argentina:  coming alongside Bill and Debbie Miller 
• Idaho:  bringing help and encouragement to Bill and Gloria Bagley 
• Cedine Bible Mission:  encouraging Dwight and Phyllis Zimmerman and 
 the Cecine staff 
• New York City/Spread Truth:  sharing with others the life of Christ with 
             joy 

 
 Along with teams sent out by EWO were a number of individuals that served   
 either in short-term summer missions ministry or served as interns. 

• Bethany Fisher/Costa Rica:  served with Mark and Meg Kuzdas and 
 returning for one full year to serve with Christian Light Foundation 
• Anna Hammond/Egypt:  served with Crescent Project 
• Elizabeth Risius/Navigators:  spent eight weeks in Florida 
• Jake Van Hoorn/Jordan:  internship with Pioneers 
• Claire Spychalla/Costa Rica:  summer volunteer with Mark and Meg 
 Kuzdas 
• Rachel Schlagel/Dominican Republic:  served with SCORE International 
• Jim Spaulding/Mombasa, Kenya and Nasa, Tanzania:  spent two weeks in  
 Kenya with EWO Kenya Team, four weeks at Nassa Theological College in  
 Tanzania involved in engineering and missions 
• Alexandra Johnson/Puerto Rico:  internship in Puerto Rico with Calvary  
 Evangelical Mission and The Rock Radio Station 
• Grant Pestka/Mombasa, Kenya:  part of a team to Kenya Coast   
             ministering to three of 60 churches reaching out to Muslims 

 
 Missions Conference theme was Building Strong Disciples in a Broken    
 World.  Mark Kuzdas from Costa Rica spoke both Sundays of the conference. 
 
 Indian Fellowship:  this has been one of the highlights of the year as EWO and   
 the families from India within the congregation have by their presence and by   
 their fellowship time/workshops enabled the whole congregation to become   
 acquainted. 
 
 This is the second year that the first Wednesday Prayer Meeting each month is   
 given over to praying for the nations. 
 
 



 ACMC Missions Conference: Advancing Churches in Missions Commitment is a   
 network of missions-active churches through which other churches can receive   
 practical assistance.  The EWO Missions Team attended the local area    
 conference March 12-13.  Several key initiatives emerged from this weekend: 
   
 1) Develop an EWO Missions Purpose, Strategy and Policies Handbook 
 2) Develop both Short-Term Missions Team and Individual Application as well as   
      policies related to Support Raising, Team Leadership and Training 
 3) Begin a formal Missions Mentoring Program 
 4) Continue to build a multi-ethnic ministry among EWO with our Indian families   
 and other ethnic groups  
 5) Expand our Missionary Care efforts by forming a Missionary Care Team 
 
 EWO has open doors with As Our Own (formerly Charasia) serving among the   
 children of Mumbai, India.  This has come as a result of the visit by Ralph Borde.    
 Other open doors have come through those interested in Kenya and who are   
 seeing possibilities of unique ministry there. 
 
2011 EWO members engaging in missionary work: 

• Dani Baertsch – served with Royal Servants in Ireland 
• Monica Johnson – served with Global Aid Network in Ukraine 
• Abby Krall – served with CRU in Asia 
• Cherilyn Kennell – trained with YWAM and served six weeks in Thailand 
• Nathan Schmidt – completed two year commission with OM  
• Conor Aberle – served with AIM in Tanzania for five months to establish a 
 TIMO sight for new missionaries 
• Brandis Ulrich – served in Costa Rica with Kuzdas and Bethany Fisher 
• Bethany Fisher – completed one-year internship  that has lead to a full-
 time ministry calling in Costa Rica with the Kuzdas 
• Tim Berger – sent from EWO as full-time missionary in Grabouw, South 
 Africa, serving children and adults suffering with HIV/AIDS/TB 
• Ralph Shallenberger – Cedine Bible Camp extended a one-year position as 
 camp cook; Ralph has already served two short terms of service this year 
 and feels called to serve there. 
• New Zealand – Dennis and Janet Schlagel and the Fellowship of Christian 
 Farmers realized a dream this past year when they were invited to a 
 major farm show in New Zealand. 
• Zimbabwe Team – Pastor Kendall, Chris Seifert, Eric Farinas and Tatton 
 Workman observed the orphanage ministry our church has been involved 
 with, and shared the Gospel with thousands of young students. 
• Cedine Team – a team of over forty folks brought improvements to the 
 ministry of Cedine through various work projects. 



• NYC Team – a team shared Christ through camps, children ministries and 
 street evangelism. 
• Costa Rica Teams – almost fifty people ministered in Costa Rica this year 
 in two different trips. 
• Guatemala Team – thirteen individuals ministered to the Johnsons and 
 the Oasis orphanage through building projects and Bible teaching 
 sessions. 
• India Team – a survey team saw the As Our Own ministry first-hand to 
 see how it operates and how EWO can partner with them in coming 
 years. 

 
 Missions Conference theme was “Finishing Well for the Gospel.”  A    
 highlight of the conference was the celebration of John and Pat Sharp’s thirty-  
 seven years of faithful service in Brazil.  They have redeployed to NTM    
 headquarters in Sanford, FL. 
 
 Erik Klouse is no longer with serving with InterVarsity, however Jenny has   
 recently accepted a position in California as a campus chapter leader. 
 
 Jenny Kohlrus recently transitioned from several years of working with the   
 African Children’s Choir to Eagle’s Nest, a preschool in South Africa. 
 
 Bruce Maurer’s role and department switched from being Operations Director of  
 Donor Relations to Manager of Operations Analysis & Reporting. 
 
 Bill and Debbie Miller have changed their agency and are now affiliated with   
 Global Service Network. 
 
 The Missions Team is delighted to recommend the following folks to become   
 part of our supported missionary family:  Bethany Fisher (Costa Rica – World   
 Outreach), Chad and Julie Reeser (Spain-World Venture), Josh and Katie Yates   
 (Washington State – Sonlife). 
 
 Five of the several initiatives were accomplished:  EWO Missions Handbook,   
 Short-Term Guide, Missions Mentoring Program, progress in Multi-Ethnic    
 ministry at EWO and Intergenerational Missions Experiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2012 Short-term Team and Individual Mission Trips: 
   
 Guatemala  China     New Zealand 
 Costa Rica  Cedine Ministries - Bible Camp Idaho 
 Thailand  Romania    New York City 
 India   Berlin, Germany   Russia 
 Tanzania  Ghana     Argentina 
 Madagascar  Denver, CO    Zimbabwe 
 
 It is the growing priority of the EWO Missions Team to give loving care to our   
 missionary staff scattered around the world.  Leadership trips included: 
 
  India: a group from EWO visited the ministry of AS OUR OWN, under the   
  direction of Ralph Borde, to assess the extent of the work and evaluate   
  our role in assisting this ministry. 

 
Berlin, Germany: a small group under the leadership of Ben and Susan Walters 
went to encourage our missionaries Matt and Michelle Kent and Laurie Soliday 
who are with CRU. 
 
Spain: Jim and Susan Simmons and Josh and Beth Fromme took a very profitable 
trip to encourage and strengthen the hands of Chad and Julie Reeser who are 
among our newest missionaries. 
 

 Todd and Hannah Morr are moving from Josiah Venture to Gospel Communities   
 on Mission (GCM Collective).  From these groups come churches planted in new   
 areas.  They will be doing much the same work as they did with SOMA. 
 
 David and JoAnn Loewen have officially retired from forty-two year of service   
 through SEND International. 
 
 Missions Conference theme this year was A SERVANT’S HEART.  The message   
 was given by our missionary Rich Dilworth.  One of the highlights of the week   
 was Shelley Marquis’ report on her trip to China. 
 
 Dietrich and Amanda May are looking to the Lord to serve at the Sahel    
 Academy in Niger, West Africa with Teach Beyond. 
 
 The Missions Team attended the “Advancing Churches in Missions Commitment”  
 conference in Ohio. 
 
 
 
 



2013 Short-term Teams and Individual Mission Trips: 
• David and Darlene Noden to Windhoek, Namibia 
• Ignite Team to Lake Waubesa Bible Camp 
• Cedine Ministry Trip  
• Brian Shellburn to Lake Waubesa Bible Camp maintenance  
• Amanda Pestka to Papua New Guinea 
• Dennis and Janet Schlagel to New Zealand  
• Idaho Team  
• Kevin Myers with Royal Servants to Europe  
• Spread Truth NYC trip  
• Ben and Sue Walters to Berlin, Germany ministry with Matt and Michelle 

Kent  
• Grant Pestka to Inner City Denver Ministry  
• Pastor Scott and Carol to SITAG, ministry to missionaries  
• Sight Ministry to Haiti 
• Columbia Team trip for 25th anniversary of first team’s visit  
• Ron Miller and Kimm Smith to Zimbabwe and Jabulani’s Binga ministry 
• Matt Hughes to East Africa Project Safari 

 
 Mission Leadership Trips:  David and Darlene Noden were sent by the Missions   
 Team to visit missionaries on the west coast in September for the purpose of   
 encouragement and maintaining stronger partnerships.  Missionaries visited   
 were Todd and Hannah Morr, Josh and Katie Yates, Bill and Gloria Bagley, Erik   
 and Jenny Klouse. 
 
 New Missionaries 

• James and Emily Davenport:  Lake Waubesa Bible Camp, WI 
• Josh and Amelia Jenkins:  His Mansion Ministries, New Hampshire 
• National Ministry Partners: Tanzania 

 
 Retirement Chuck and Anita Howard with HCJB, Ecuador and Alliance Academy 
 
 Missions Conference theme “Teaching the Nations: Teaching the Depths of the   
 Gospel to Reach the Ends of the Earth.”  Guest speakers : 

• David Beakley and Charles Rampfumedzi from Christ Seminary, South 
Africa 

• Chad and Julie Reeser with Pastor David Casado, World Venture, Spain 
• Oscar and Ana Maria Campos with Pastor Armando Jovel, with SETECA, 

Guatemala 
 
 Disaster Relief 

• Washington, IL tornado assistance through FCFI 
• Philippines Cyclone Relief through Samaritans Purse 



 
 Farewell Ben and Sue Walters moved to South Carolina and are focusing their   
 energy on the ministry of Berlin, Germany with CRU having already been there a   
 few months this year. 
 
2014 Short-term Team and Individual Mission Trips: 
 
 Russia, a team of 5    Tanzania, a team of 3 
 Berlin, a team of 6    Zimbabwe, a team of 10 
 New York City, a team of 7   Guatemala, a team of 5 
 Colombia, a team of 6    Bonaire, a team of 5 
 Idaho, a team of 5    China, Dani Baertsch 
 Cedine, a team of 26    Swaziland, Brooke Halteman 
 Kenya, AWANA team of 4   Europe, Ellie Koranek 
 
 Missions Conference theme “Open Our Hearts.” 
 
 Budget Changes Josh and Rachel Weakley have been added to the Local Campus   
 Ministry Budget to work with Navigators on campus of ISU. 
 
2015 The Missions Team began the year under the pastoral leadership of Pastor Scott.   
 In May this was changed to Pastor Kendall Coffman who held the pastoral   
 leadership until the mission conference in November. 
 
 These are the individuals and teams that were sent out by EWO, becoming the   
 many “fingers” of the ministry of EWO around the world: 
 
 Brooke Halteman – North Africa  Andrew Smith – Russia 
 Idaho Team of 4    John Rich – Costa Rica 
 NYC Spread Truth Team   Alex Warren – Germany 
 Kilimo Timilifu team of 5 – Tanzania  Sight Ministries – Kenya 
 Safaris of Matt Hughes – Africa  All EWO Youth trips 
 Urbana’15 team of 7    Ron Miller – Zimbabwe 
 Mason Aberle – Israel for a year 
 
 URBANA’15 seven accepted the challenge and every one of them have given   
 testimony of the impact of the conference on their lives.  Kirstin Bunting, Kelli   
 Thompson, Emily Spychalla, Sammie Clarke, John and Gina Turton, Alex Warren. 
 
 Missions Conference theme “Refining Our Focus to Make Christ Known Among   
 All Peoples.”  Speakers in the conference, Dr. Luke Herrin and J.D. Crowley, laid   
 considerable emphasis on reaching the unreached with the Gospel of Christ   
 around the world, but specifically Africa and Cambodia. 
 



2016 David and Darlene moved in May to a new chapter in their lives as they    
 relocated to Oklahoma to be closer to their son, Bruce and his family. 
 
 We had the opportunity to host two of our missionary couples for an    
 extended stay in Normal, Lucas and Jamie Orner, who minister in Siberia and   
 Steve and Beka Orner, who minister on a remote island of Madagascar. 
 
 Also this year we had the unique opportunity to support and send one of our   
 own couples to Africa for a year to serve at Rift Valley Academy in Kijabe, Kenya.   
 Jason and Lynda Landes have committed to spend a year in Africa so Jason can   
 lead the band music program there.   
 
 Missions Conference theme “Count It All Joy.” 
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