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A MESSAGE
FROM PASTOR SCOTT

August 13, 2020

Until now, we at East White Oak Bible Church have not established any written protocol regarding COVID symptoms or
such things. Circumstances have pressed us to establish such a written protocol. The elders have approved the follow-
ing written expectations for our fellowship as it relates to COVID infection, symptomes, testing, etc. We like the word,
“expectations,” because we are not intending to be police or enforcers or anything like that. We simply want to have
everyone know that this is what is expected when we gather together, so that no one is surprised by what they encoun-
ter when they join us for worship, fellowship, and study of the Word of God.

Please know that we do not do this because we want to. We’d much prefer to have no protocol at all. Please hear our
hearts on this. There are three key reasons why we need to do this.

FIRST, WE ARE DETERMINED TO HAVE ONE CHURCH, EVEN WITH
DIVERSITY IN THE BODY ON THE MATTER OF CORONAVIRUS.

We do not believe that the church should be splintered into groups based on what they think about coronavirus. That
is easier said than done, as people’s opinions are pretty fixed and determined. We are challenging and inviting our
church family to set aside one’s preferences for the sake of ministry. Let’s all give up our preferences for the sake of our
brother. If members of our body feel safer by our sacrificing our freedoms, let’s do that. Romans 14:13 must be how we
live with one another in these days, “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide
never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother.” We know that there are loud voices on all sides
saying how we ought to conduct ourselves. We want to be a church family willing to lay down our preferences for the
blessing of others.

SECOND, WE LIVE IN A COMMUNITY CONTEXT, AND WE ARE
GIVING ATESTIMONY ABOUT OUR WILLINGNESS TO LIVE IN
HARMONY WITH OUR COMMUNITY BY HOW WE LIVE.

If we go against our community standards arbitrarily and/or without a biblically informed conscience, we are bearing
witness, not to Christ and the Gospel, but to our determination to live our own way. Since we want our community to
know that we love living among our neighbors, we will give up some patterns of living that we may have freedom of
conscience to do but would bear a poor witness to Christ and the Gospel. We have studied the protocols of our local
community, our local schools, our state board of education, our county and state boards of health. To this point, we do
not see any reason to go against the largely consistent standards that those various groups have established. To the
contrary, we see great merit in living in accordance with those standards as a means of communicating to our neighbors
that we love them and stand with them in this pandemic. We are hoping that many people who are not yet believers in
Christ will be coming to East White Oak in the months ahead. We do not want our behaving in a contrary manner to our
community to be a stumbling block for the Gospel in their lives.



THIRD, WE ARE CONSCIOUS THAT WE LIVE IN A LITIGIOUS
SOCIETY. ONE WAY TO AVOID AN ACCUSATION OF NEGLIGENCE
IS BY CONFORMING WHERE APPROPRIATE TO THE COMMONLY
HELD COMMUNITY STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOR.

For example, if we were to have more people in our worship center than the fire marshal says is proper, and if a fire
broke out, there would be just cause for litigation based on negligence of conforming to community standards.
Similarly, we do not want to be the outlier in how we conduct ourselves in this pandemic, if literally every other
community organization is conducting themselves otherwise. That would leave our church open to an accusation of
negligence.

The protocols below are not perfect. In fact, there is likely something here for everyone to disagree with. However,
for the sake of the Gospel and the joy of meeting together and serving Jesus together, can we set aside our preferenc-
es and live this out? When Naaman was told to dip seven times in the Jordan River, he balked and complained, “Are
not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damacus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could | not wash in them and be
clean?” But his servants said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it?”
The point is that we know that we are asking things that deliberately inconvenience and bother people. But, for the
sake of being able to have church, serve the Lord together, and avoid the pain of online only gathering, we humbly
ask for your cooperation.

— Pastor Scott

East White Oak Children’s Ministry Protocols for COVID-19

We are excited to reopen ministry to our boys and girls! We are targeting Sunday, September 20
to partially reopen Sunday Morning Children’s Ministry and Wednesday, September 23 to begin
our AWANA clubs.

Due to COVID restrictions, our programs will look a little different than usual.
We are implementing the following practices:

Health Check
Pre-arrival assessment of COVID exposure and symptoms

Disinfecting
Efforts to keep hands and surfaces sanitized

Social Distancing
Maintaining six feet of distance between participants

Masks
Volunteers and children will wear coverings over mouth and nose while in the building.




East White Oak Protocols for Exposure / Infection

COVID Scenario

Response

While at church a person shows symptoms* of
COVID-19, without known exposure to a positive
case**,

*Symptoms are defined as: Temperature greater
than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, cough, shortness
of breath or difficulty breathing, chills, fatigue,
muscle and body aches, headache, sore throat,
new loss of taste or smell, congestion or runny
nose, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea

**If known to have been exposed to a positive
case, this person would have already been
quarantined / see below.

(Adult)

Request that the person, for the sake of others, leave the building
as soon as possible

Should not return to church until negative COVID test OR at least 10
days from start of symptoms AND 72 hours fever free (without
medicine) AND improvement of any respiratory symptoms

(Child)

Immediate removal from the classroom

Placed in supervised quarantine

Parents are reached for immediate pickup

Should not return until negative COVID test OR at least 10 days
from start of symptoms AND 72 hours fever free (without medicine)
AND improvement of any respiratory symptoms

Person tests positive for COVID-19 with
symptoms.

Should not come to church for 10 days from start of symptoms AND
24 hours fever free (without medicine) AND improvement of any
symptoms

Person tests positive for COVID-19 with NO
symptoms.

Should not come to church for 10 days from test date AND no
symptoms

Person is notified they have had “close
contact”* with a person who has tested positive
for COVID-19.

*Close contact is defined as having spent 15
minutes or more within six feet of someone with
the virus irrespective of either person wearing a
mask.

Should not come to church until COVID test is taken with a negative
result OR a minimum of 14 days from exposure date AND no
symptoms

Person has traveled outside the county.

Should monitor their health upon their return and not come to
church if they present with any symptoms of COVID.

Person who has tested positive for COVID-19
has attended a church event/activity within the
14 days leading up to their test.

Following proper church protocols would prohibit anyone from
having “close contact” while at church.

Congregation will be notified that someone testing positive has
attended a church event/activity.

Anyone having attended the same event/activity will be
encouraged to monitor their own health for COVID related
symptoms including daily temperature checks.

No one having attended the same event/activity will be asked not
to come to church while without symptoms.
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